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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  7 ,  1952 
Letter  No.  519 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


As  was  called  to  your  attention  by  Department  release  kl2-^>2  ■ 
and  our  special  letter  (518)  last  week,  foot-and-mouth  disease  has  "broken 
out  in  the  vicinity  of  Regina,  Saskatchewan,  Canada.    This  week  you've 
"been  sent  two  additional  releases  on  the  foot-and-mouth  story  ^75-52  cover- 
ing Dr.  Shahanfs  first-hand  report  and  U'82-52  explaining  regulations  of 
in-transit  recrossing  of  the  "border  of  certain  animal  products  and  "by- 
products..   Those  two  releases  cover  this  week's  developments  on  that  story 
up  to  this  afternoon.    We'll  see.  that  you  get  any  further  Department  in- 
formation. 


Less  Feed... More  Livestock 

Yesterday's  feed  situation  report  "by  Department  economists 
shows  smaller  feed  grain  supplies  and  more  livestock  and  poultry  on  farms 
in  the  first  half  of  '52  than  in  any  of  the  past  3  years.    Stocks  of  the 
four  feed  grains  (corn,  oats,  "barley,  and  grain  sorghum)  on  January  1  this 
year  were  about  one-tenth  smaller  that  a  year  earlier.    That's  15  percent 
less  per  grain  consuming  animal  unit  than  in  '^9  and  '50.    Total  carry- 
over prohahly  will  "be  down  around  one-third.    That's  why  '52  feed  grain 
goals  call  for  a  six  percent  step-up  in  acreage  and  a  12  percent  increase 
in  production. 

Higher  Freight  Rates  Requested 

Hearing  on  railroad  requests  for  increases  in  freight  rates  of 
six  percent  in  the  East  and  nine  percent  in  the  West  and  South  were  re- 
sumed last  week  "by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.    Department  repre- 
sentatives are  appearing  on  "behalf  of  farmers  against  the  increase.  If 
the  requested  increases  are  granted  it  would  "bring  total  rate  step-ups 
since  early  1951  to  15  percent  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Want  Research  Material? 

Any  and  all  RFD's  wanting  a  copy  of  the  Agricultural  Research 
Administration  annual  report  on  current  research  may  have  same  for  the 
asking.    A  number  of  you  at  the  Chicago  meeting  mentioned  wanting  such  a 
report. . .here 's  your  chance.    A  card  or  letter  to  Ken  Gapen  will  "bring  it 
to  you. 
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More  IFYE's  In  ]J2 

The  National  k-E  Club  Foundation  has  announced  that  fund  grants 
for  this  year  will  allow  them  to  expand  the  International  Farm  Youth  Ex- 
change Program  in  1952.    Last  year  75  IFYE's  visited  29  countries  under 
this  project  while  ^5  exchangees  came  here  for  similar  experience.  Under 
current  grants  the  Foundation  says  it  will  he  able  to  expand  this  year's 
program  to  135  two-way  exchanges  with  some  ^0  countries  in  Europe,  the 
Near  and  Far  East,  Latin  America,  the  South  Pacific,  Asia  and  Africa. 

As  you  know  no  Government  funds  are  used  in  financing  this  pro- 
gram.   Approximately  half  the  cost  of  the  exchanges  is  met  "by  contribution 
from  k-E  Club  "boys  and  girls  and  young  men's  and  women's  groups  in  the 
States  that  send  delegates.    The  "balance  is  met  "by  national  sponsorship. 

IFYE's  Return 

In  the  February  8th  issue  of  this  letter  I  mentioned  meeting 
with  nine  young  men  and  women  from  U.  S.  farms  just  "before  they  left  for 
Puerto  Rico  under  a  supplemental  project  of  the  Internation  Farm  Youth  Ex- 
change.   Now  they're  coming  "back. .  .March  19.    For  about  six  weeks  they've 
been  working  and  living  on  farms  and  studying  the  programs"  for  rural  youth 
in  Puerto  Rico.    Think  they'd  make  RFD's  in  their  areas  some  excellent 
interviews. 

They  come  from  eight  States .David  Eddington,  Veteran,  Wyoming; 
Doris  Baity,  Flora,  Illinois;  Carol  Martin,  Cheshire,  Massachusetts;  Helen 
McGlaughlin,  Creston,  Montana;  Lucille  Neal,  Orient,  Ohio;  goward  Ragland, 
Eodgenville,  Kentucky;  Patricia  Spencer,  Brazil,  Indiana;  Byron  Tapp, Jr. , 
TJaverly,  Kentucky;  and  Ulyss.Word,  Jr.,  Pre scot t,  Arkansas,  r 

The  delegates  are  slated  to  spend  March  20  and  most  of  the  21st 
here  in  Washington  making  their  official  reports  to  the  National  k-E  Club 
Foundation  and  Extension  Service,,  co-sponsors  of  the  project.    Then  most 
of  them  leave  for  home  on  either  the  21st  or  22rid  of  March. 

Incidentally  their  Puerto  Rican  counter-parts  will  come  to  the 
mainland  for  a  similar  visit  in  May. 

Beef  Cattle  Research  Moved 

Saturday,  March  1st,  was  moving  day  for  a  good  many  farmers  and 
the  Department's  Beef  Cattle  Investigations  as  well.    That  section  of  the 
Department's  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  now  has  headquarters  at  Denver, 
Colorado.    Purpose  of  the  move  was  to  establish  one  central  headquarters 
location  in  the  heart  of  the  beef-cattle  producing  area. 

Since  Dr.  R.  T.  Clark's  appointment  as  head  of  that  section  in 
*k9  research  activities  have  been  directed  from  both  Denver  and  Beltsville. 
Clark  will  be  assisted  in  beef  cattle  management  research  by  A.  L.  Baker 
who  has  been  transferred  to  Denver  from  Front  Royal,  Va.    Transfer  of  beef- 
cattle  personnel  to  Denver  will  help  in  more  closely  coordinating  projects 
already  under  way  at  five  USDA  field  stations:  ...Miles  City,  Mont.;  Fort 
Robinson,  Nebr.;  Fort  R@no,  Okla.;  Jeanerette,  La.;  and  Woodward,  Okla. 
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What's  Wanted  In  Livestock  Research 

After  a  three  day  session  with  Department  officials  here  in 
Washington  last  week  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  Livestock  Advisory 
Committee  made  the  recommendation  that  research  to  improve  forage  for 'live- 
stock should  "be  given  top  priority  in  Departmental  livestock  research  pro- 
grams.   As  you  may  know  the  Committeers  members  are  representatives  of  pro- 
ducers, processors,  packers  and  distributors  from  all  sections  of  the  coun- 
try.   These  representatives  advise  the  Department  as  to  what's  needed  in 
livestock  research. 

Recognizing  that  production  problems  overshadow  all  others  at 
this  time,  the  group  suggested  that  range  improvement  he  made  a  part  of 
the  national  grasslands  program.    The  Committee  pointed  out  the  encroach- 
ment of  weeds,  shrubs,  and  "brush  over  much  of  the  country's  range,  and  the 
need  for  research  to  find  satisfactory  controls.    The  group  also  emphasized 
the  need  for  development  of  suitable  varieties  of  grasses  and  legumes,  and 
for  work  on  pasture  management'  to  make  grasslands  most  productive. 

;',*        Rating  equal  priority  in  the  Committee's  report  is  research  on 
diseases,.'  parasites,  and  insects.    They  felt  particular  attention  should 
be  given  the  problem  of  bloat,  a  real  factor  in  slowing  progress  in  con-  . 
version  to  grasslands  farming,  and  to  grass  tetany  in  livestock. 

Another  recommendation  the  Committee  included  was  to  get  a  speed- 
up of  dissemination  of  research  results  and  applications  of  new  findings 
on  the  farm. 

In  production  research, . the  group  repeated  several  of  last  year's 
recommendations,  including  study  of  the  effects  of  insecticides  on- live- 
stock and  genetic  improvement  to  develop  strains  of  animals  suited  to  the 
different  producing  areas.    It  called  for  expansion  of  work  to  develop 
better  consumer -adapted  breeds  such  as  the  meat -type  hog.    Research  was 
suggested  on  the  effect  of  temperature  control  on  animals  at  breeding  time; 
effects  of  hormones  and  certain  feeds  on  breeding  ability.  Continuation 
was  urged  of  studies,  such  as  the  twin-calf  feeding  experiments,  to  obtain 
greater  efficiency  in  meat  production,  and  continued  emphasis  was  recom- 
mended on  research  to  find  ways  of  reducing  death  losses  of  young  pigs. 

In  utilization,  the  Committee  recommendations  included:  Funda- 
mental studies  of  histological  and  biochemical  changes  that  occur  in  meats 
between  the  farm  and  the  consumer's  table;  an  analysis  to  supply  a  complete 
assay  of  meat  composition  and  its  nutritional  value;  intensified  research 
on  leather  to  improve  tanning  methods,  discover  better  uses,  and  improve 
the  quality,  as  a  means  of  meeting  competition  by  synthetics;  an  evaluation 
of  feeds  to  provide  information  on  utilization  of  hybrid  corn,  tankage, 
and  other  products;  continued  emphasis  on  study  of  animal  fats  and  oils  to 
discover  new  uses;  and  special  study  of  utilization  of  lard,  which  faces 
the  competition  of  other  shortenings. 

In  marketing,  recommendations  included  one  that  efforts  be  made 
to  provide  additional  statistical  information  for  marketing.    Studies  of 
the  systems  of  marketing  livestock  should  be  continued  with  close  attention 
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to  the  competitive  and  fair  trade  factors  and  market  news  services.  Con- 
tinuation of  research  was  recommended  on  standards  and  grades";  costs  and' 
margins;  markets'  for  pork  and  lard;  and  markets  for  other  animal  fats  and 
oils.      \--\  -   .         •.     •  ;  .  •  i  ■ 

The  Committee  als-o  considered  a  recommendation  for:  research  on 
the  extent  and- effects  of  "bruising  of  livestock  during  marketing,  and.  sug- 
gested present  knowledge  "be  disseminated  as  widely  as  possible  to  assist 
producers,  packers,  and  consumers- in  reducing  this  waste  of  meat  supplies. 

Some  RFD's  may  find  they  want  to  contact  members  of  the  Committee 
to  get  further  detail  on  .one  or  more  phases  of  these  recommendations.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  at  the  meeting  were::    P.  E.  Williams  (chairman) 
Crescent  Valley  Ranch,  Davenport,  Fla.j  Charles  Bauer,  the  National  Asso- 
ciation .of  Retail  Meat  and  Food  Dealers.,  Inc.,  Cincinnati, .  Ohio;  Frank  S.. 
Boice, ■  Chiricahua  Ranches,.  Sonoita,  Ariz.;  Joe  B.  Finley,.  Callaghan 'Ranch, 
Encinal,  Tex. ;■  Eugene  P.  Forrestal,  Akron,  N.  Y„ ;  Wesley  Eardenbergh, . 
American  Meat  Institute,  Chicago,  111.;  Dr.  George  H.  Hart,  College,  of 
Agriculture,  University  of  California,  Davis,  Calif.;  J.  E.  Wells,  Jr., 
Farmers  Union  Livestock  Association,  South  St.  Paul,  Minn,;  and  G.  N.  Winder, 
Craig,  Colo.    E.  B.  Coffee,  Union  Stock  Yards  Company  of  Omaha,  Omaha,  Nebr., 
and  Henry  Kruse,  Seattle  Packing  Co, ,  Seattle,  Wash,,  were  unable  to.be 
present. 

Progress  Report  on  Brucellosis 

As  called  to  your  attention  in  release  progress  on  eradi- 

cating brucellosis  continues.    During  the  last  six  months  of  '51  the  per- 
centage of  reactors  from  cows  tested  dropped  to  2.6  as  compared  to  3.1  per- 
cent during. the  first  half  of  '51. 

Rodio  by  Telephone  -  Telephone  by  Radio 

A  .possible  note  of  interest  to  many  RFD's  might  be  the  unique 
twist  of  Claude  Mahoney's  March  1  "CBS  Farm  News"  show.    He  held  a  telephone 
conversation  on  the  air  with  a  subscriber  of  the  Fredericksburg  &  Wilderness 
Telephone  Company,  whose  telephone  is  itself  operated  by  means  of  a  radio 
circuit.    Sounds  complicated  doesn't  it?    Here's  the  explanation  furnished 
by  the  REA  telephone  engineers  who  designed  and  installed  this  new  radio- 
telephone. -  -  - 

This  equipment  uses  a  radio  circuit  to  give  party-line  dial  ser- 
vice to  ten  families  in  an  isolated  community  near  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 
The  line  terminates  in  an  automatic  radio  station  which  is  both  a  transmitter 
and  a  receiver.    It  is  beamed  at  a  similar  station  close  to  the  company's 
dial  exchange,  about  ten  miles  away.    The  ten  families  served  by  the  new' 
experimental  radio-telephone  facilities  have  the  same  kind  of  telephone  in- 
strument as  other  company  subscribers,  and  pay  the  same  rate  for  service. 

The  REA  engineers  hope  that' the  Virginia  radio-telephone  experi- 
ment will  help  provide  an  answer  to  the  problem  of  furnishing  low-cost,  de- 
pendable telephone  service  in  sparsely  settled  and  inaccessible  areas  in 
many  parts  of  the  country.    They  are  working  on  improved  experimental 
equipment  which  they  hope  to  have  ready  to  try  out  in  a  few  months. 
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Top  Priority 

•:    '        Agricultural  Mobilization  Committees  report  that  top  priority- 
is  "being  given  to  getting  information  on  '52  production  goals  into  the 
hands  of  the  folks  who'll  "be  doing  the  producing.    In  addition  to  making 
production  needs  known  to  farmers  they're  stressing  the  importance  of  prac- 
tices closely  related  to  reaching  these  goals:    ordering  seed,  fertilizers, 
and  pesticides  early;  conservation  of  machinery;  getting  increased  yields 
per  acre ;  etc . 

Pest  Threats  in  Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Kansas 

Department  entomologists  report  infestations  of  army  cutworms 
in  some  60  counties  of  Western  Oklahoma,  Southern  Kansas,  and  the  Texas 
Panhandle.    Heaviest  concentrations  are  centered  in  15  counties  in  the 
three  States  with  three  counties  in  Texas  reporting  treatment  of  an  esti- 
mated 20,000  acres.- 

An  8  to  10  county  area  centering  just  north  of  Oklahoma  City  in 
the  Sooner  State  reports  threatening  populations  of  greeribugs  due  to  win- 
ter conditions  that  have  "been  ideal  for  their  reproduction.  Somewhat 
lighter  populations  have  "been  found  in  15  to  20  other  counties  of  that 
State  and  in  areas  of  Kansas  as  far  north  as  Manhattan.    With  favorable 
weather  conditions  the  heavy  infestation  now  in  central  Oklahoma  could 
mean  a  threatening  infestation  for  Southeastern  Kansas  if  the  pests  move 
north  as  expected. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

Liberty  Network. .. "Your  Country  Visitor". . .originates  12:15  to 
12:30  p.m.  EST.,  Monday  through  Friday  with  Lee  Hannify  from  Washington. 

CBS  Farm  News. .. originates .Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EST. 
News  and  features  with  Claude  Mahoney  from  Washington. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .originates  Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EST.     "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Boh  Crom.    March  15  fea-  . 
ture  tells  the  story  of  "better  home  lighting  with  Elizabeth  Beveridge  of 
the  Department's  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics.    March  22 
broadcast  features  the  story  of "Wisconsin  PCA's  Pay-Off"  with  Maury  White, 
Ext.  EFD,  Wisconsin,  and  guests  telling  that  story  from  Madison. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour ...  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    March  15  broadcast  brings  report 
from  Everett  Mitchell  in  Latin  America  and  one  from  Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  and 
the  National  Pasture  Forage  -Livestock  Forum  in  Omaha.    March  22  features 
another  report  from  Everett  Mitchell  as  he  continues  his  trip  in  Latin 
America. 

CBS  Morning  News. . .CBS -TV  Network. . .originates  10:00  to  10:30 
a.m.  EST  from  New  York  and  Washington.     "Food  News  of  the  Week"  from  USDA 
with  Maynard  Speece  and  Corinne  Murphy  every  Friday. 
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For  Additional  Reference 

The  third  of  the  Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  series  is  enclosed. 
It  emphasizes  suggestions  for  selecting  good  seed,,  fertilizer  use,  pest 
control,  seedbed  preparation  and  the  overall  need  for  use  of  the  "best  pos- 
sible practices  if  we  are  to  reach  '52  goals. 

Looking  ahead  to  April  we're  including  a  fact  sheet  on  "National 
Home  Demonstration  Week"  with  material  that  may  "be  of  help  to  you  RFD's 
planning  special  features  for  that  week. 

Just  out  and  included  is  the  Department's  "bulletin  on  "Rural 
Zoning."    More  and  more  areas  are  indicating  an  interest  in  that  subject. 
Another  publication  in  the  "just  out"  category  is  the  "Food  Guide  for  Older 
Folks"  that  seems  to  have  a  rather  "broad  general  appeal. 

To  supply  you  with  "brief  items  of  interest  on  the  subjects  of 
farm  business,  gardening,  use  of  grasslands,  and  controlling  sheep  ticks, 
enclosed  are  the  "Agricultural  Outlook  Digest, "  "Statistical  Summary," 
Garden  Facts ,' and  two  more  of  the  "More  Meat  for  Defense"  series. 

Among  Ourselves 

Congratulations  seem  to  be  in  order  for  some  of  the  RFD  brothers... 
namely  Bob  Nance,  WIOU,  and  Harry  Martin,  FFBM,  who  came  in  first  and  tied 
for  second  respectively  in  the  recent  Ralston  Purina  Farm  Radio  Contest. 
Then  Ed  Slusarczyk,  WIBX,  put  himself  in  line  by  getting  a  New  York  State 
J,  C.  "Man  of  the  Year"  award  for  his  distinguished  service  on  civil  de- 
fense, farm  news,  and  promotion  of  county  and  state  fairs. 

Fifth  Regional  k-E  Club  Camp 

The  fifth  annual  regional  Negro  k-R  Club  Camp  is  slated  for 
Tuskegee  Institute,  Tuskegee,  Ala.,  June  2k  to  July  1.    Director  P.  0. 
Davis  of  Alabama  is  committee  chairman  for  the  Camp.    States  affected  are 
Alabama,  Arkansas,  Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mary- 
land, Mississippi,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures: 

Food  Guide  for  Older  Folks 
Statistical  Summary 
Agri'l  Outlook  Digest 
Control  Sheep  Keds 
Making  Grass  Into  Beef 
Eome  Demonstration  Week  Fact  Sheet 
Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  #3 
Garden  &  Home  Food  Preservation  Facts 
Rural  Zoning  in  the  United  States 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of 
for  Radio  and 


Information 
ilon 
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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  21,  1952 
Letter  No.  520 


Dear  Badio  Farm  Director: 


Interested  in  attending  the  June  NABFD  meeting  here  in  Washington? 
If  so,  we  call  your  attention  to  reservation  details  on  the  last  page  of 
this  letter. 

All  Out  Drive  for  Feed  Grains 

Department  officials  are  showing  a  good  deal  of  concern  over 
Wednesday's  report  on  farmers1  "intentions  to  plant"  falling  short  of  '52 
goals  in  all  tut  5  crops.    Crop  acreages  falling  short  are:    corn,  "by  near- 
ly 6  percent;  "barley,  2k  percent;  flax,  2  percent;  all  sorghums,  nearly  12 
percent;  potatoes,  7  percent,  sweet  potatoes,  29  percent;  and  dry  beans, 
almost  13  percent.    The  five  crops  promising  to  exceed  goals  are  all  wheat 
"by  about  O.k  percent;  oats,  about  3  percent;  soybeans  for  beans,  nearly  6 
percent;  rice  and  hay,  each  by  1  percent. 

Actually,  farmers1  plans  show  relatively  little  change  from  last 
year's  acreages.    Main  tendency  is  a  shift  from  crops  of  high  labor  require- 
ments to  those  of  less  intensive  nature.    Farmers  indicate  a  strong  desire 
to  hold  on  to,  and  increase,  hay  and  grassland  acreage. 

Acting  on  this  report  Secretary  Brannan  immediately  instructed 
all  agencies  of  the  Department  to  encourage  and  assist  farmers  in  planting 
the  needed  acres  and  getting  highest  yields.     (Enclosed  USDA  621-52)  De- 
partment officials  are  urging  all  bureaus  to  make  maximum  use  of  radio  and 
television  in  carrying  out  this  "immediate  action"  drive  to  get  more  acres 
of  the  needed  crops. 

For  your  information,  State  Mobilization  Committees  are  being 
urged  to  direct  all  efforts  toward  increasing  the  acreage  of  the  most  im- 
portant feed  grains. . .toward  getting  more  acreage  of  oats  and  barley  in  the 
Northern  Plains  and  Pacific  Northwest  and  more  sorghum  in  the  Southwest. 
Corn  and  barley  are,  of  course,  getting  top  priority.    Unless  farmers  plant 
goal  acreages,  we  can't  expect  to  get  the  needed  corn  and  barley.    We  must 
have  the  goal  acreages  planted  to  corn  and  barley  even  if  it  means  less 
acreage  of  competing  crops.    It  isn't  safe  to  gamble  on  increased  yields 
compensating  for  lower  acreages. 


As  you  know,  and  as  Department  specialists  are  pointing  out,  un- 
less we  do  get  adequate  feed  production  in  1952,  our  production  of  meat, 
milk,  eggs,  and  other  livestock  products  will  be  endangered. 
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Stocks  of  feed  grains  are  already  "below  desirable  levels,  and 
under  present  planting  intentions  we'd  fall  about  7  million  tons  short  of 
'52  goals  creating  a  serious  situation. 

Although  prices  of  corn,  hogs,  and  short -fed  cattle  have  "been 
depressed  temporarily  "by  the  large  supplies  moved  onto  the  markets  in  the 
past  few  weeks,  as  a  result  of  the  soft  corn  situation,  specialists  say 
there's  every  reason  to  expect  a  reversal  soon.    Current  feed  supplies 
are  lower  than  a  year  ago  while  livestock  numbers  eating  them  are  greater. 

When  stocks  of  wet  corn,  now  "being  used  faster  than  usual  to  pre- 
vent spoilage,  are  gone,  feed  supplies  are  likely  to  "become  tight  in  West- 
ern Corn  Belt  areas.    This  will  result  in  much  heavier  future  demand  for 
corn  out  of  areas  which  were  fortunate  in  having  a  good  quality  crop  in 
Price  support  at  90  percent  of  parity,  averaging  $1.60  per  "bushel, 
has  "been  announced  for  *52  crop  corn.    In  addition,  price  supports  for 
this  year's  crops  of  other  feed  grains  are  at  higher  levels  than  in  past 
years . 

For  exact  comparisons  on  intentions  and  goals  in  your  area, .  we 
are  enclosing  a  copy  of  "Planning  Production  in  1952," 

Bulk  Feed  Delivery  Popular 

Department  researchers  found  many  farmers  quick  to  switch  to 
delivery  of  commercial  feed  in  "bulk  instead  of  the  traditional  100-pouhd 
"bags  when  such  service  was  offered  them.    Older  farmers  and  those  physical- 
ly handicapped  find  they  can  carry  on  good-sized  feeding  operations-  without 
extra  help  when  they  don't  have  to  handle  100-pound  "bags  of  feed. 

Bulk  delivery  eliminates  cost  and  inconvenience  of ,  using  "bags, 
"bulk  "bins  require  less  labor  to  feed  from  sacks,  and  rodent  control  is 
simplified.    Incidentally  mills  find  a  truck  can  deliver  30  to  50  percent 
more  feed  in  a  day  by  t-his  method. 

Main  disadvantages  of  bulk  delivery  to  the  farmer  is ; that  on  the 
farm  storage  for  bulk  feed  is  usually  more  expensive  than,  and  often  in 
addition  to,  sacked  feed  storage.    However,  convenience  and'  savings  in  bag 
costs  are  usually  sufficient  to  offset  these  disadvantages.  - 

Non-Governmental  Point  Four  Conference  * 

On  the  calendar  for  April  7  to  9  is  a  non-Governmental  sponsored 
meeting  for  better  understanding  of  current  technical  assistance  and  eco- 
nomic development  programs.    It's  the  first  National  Conference  on  Inter- 
national and  Social  Development.    Location:    Shoreham  Hotel.    Meetings  are 
open  to  the  public.    Out  of  the  session  should  come  a  pretty  good  "grass- 
roots" idea  of  what  civic  and  other  leaders  think  of  today's  big  inter- 
national programs. 

Speakers  include  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Director 
Paul  Hoffman  of  Ford  Foundation,  Associate  William  0.  Douglas,  Nelson 
Rockefeller,  and  Dr.  John  A.  Hannah,  President  of  Michigan  State  as  Con- 
ference Chairman.    Farm  sponsors  of  the  meeting  include  the  American  Farm 
Bureau,  Farmers  Union,  and  National  Grange. 
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"How  You  Gonna  Keep  'em  Down  On  the  Farm?" 

That  seems  to  "be  the  sixty  four  dollar  question  for  a  good  many 
farmers  right  now.    State  Agricultural  Mobilization  Committees  in  Georgia, 
Louisiana,  Maryland,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  New  Mexico, 
Ohio,  Virginia,  Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming  specifically  mention  heavy  loss  of 
farm  workers  to  industry.    Committees  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  Idaho,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Nevada,  North  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Utah,  Vermont,  and 
West  Virginia  also  rate  shortage  of  farm  labor  as  a  major  problem.  Ap- 
praisals of  State  labor  supplies  range  from  "short"  to  some  States  where 
theyfre  liable  to  leave  production  land  unf armed.    That  in  turn  means 
not  reaching  '52  production  goals, 

FAQ  "Hopper"  Pact 

Representatives  of  the  United  States,  Britain,  France,  India, 
Pakistan,  Iran,  and  Egypt  met  in  Rome  last  week  to  coordinate  plans  to 
fight  grasshopper  threats  to  FAO  nations.    History  of  the  problem  extends 
back  to  the  time  of  Moses,    Almost  every  season  hordes  of  the  hoppers  have 
cropped  up  in  one  place  or  another.    Under  the  FAO  committee's  plan  the 
plagued  countries  will  no  longer  be  handicapped  by  lack  of  control  in  ad- 
joining countries.    Fast  moving  air  squadrons,  teaming  up  with  mobile 
ground  units,  will  move  from  place  to  place,  country  to  country,  hitting 
the  hoppers  in  the  short,  but  critical  period  between  the  emergence  and 
swarming  stage. 

Incidentally,  the  complete  story  of  Point  k  locust  control  work 
is  enclosed  with  thi3  letter  in  Department  of  State  release  No.  I83. 

More  Record  Hatches 

The  nation's  chick  hatcheries  chalked  up  another  record  last 
month.    Largest  output  ever  for  February;  more  than  190  million.  That's 
18  percent  more  than  February  of  last  year  and  53  percent  more  than  the 
'^6-50  average*    Largest  increases  took  place  in  the  South  Central  region. 
Demand  for  broiler  chicles  is  generally  good;  call  for  flock  replacements 
somewhat  spotty.    March  hatches  are  expected  to  continue  large.    On  March 
1  hatcherymen  had  about  11  percent  more  eggs  in  incubators  than  a  year 
before • 

Incidentally  the  egg-feed  ratio  during  February  was  the  least 
favorable  for  the  month  in  the  28  years  on  record. 

Turkey  hatcherymen  reported  turning  out  58  percent  more  turkey 
poults  last  month  than  in  February  '51  with*  about  30  percent  more  eggs 
in  incubators  on  March  1  than  a  year  ago. 

Fewer  Tenants  and  Middle -Size  Farms 

Department  economists  tell  us  only  about  a  fifth  of  our  farms 
are  now  operated  by  tenants.    Ten  years  ago  they  did  nearly  a  third  of 
this  country's  farming.    The  typical  American  farmer  is  now  farming  215 
acres  as  compared  to  I'jh  acres  ten  years  ago.    Big  farms  and  little  farms 
are  growing  in  number;  middle-size  farms  are  decreasing.    They're  either 
being  combined  to  make  larger  farms  or  carved  into  "small  places"  in  the 
country  for  city  folks. 
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Columbus  Institute 

April  17  through  20th  are  the  dates  for  this  year's  Institute  for 
Education  by  Radio  and.  Television  at  Columbus,  Ohio.    Keynote  of  the  agri- 
cultural sessions  is  "practical  farm  and  home  radio  and  television."  The 
work  conference  for  farm  and  home  radio  is  slated  for  Saturday  morning 
(April  19);  the  television  session  for  Sunday  morning. 

On  Saturday ,  Lucinda  Crile,  Federal  Extension  Service,  reports 
on  the  recent  midwest  radio  survey;  Paul  Visser,  NBC,  moderates  a  clinic 
on  extension  and  RFD  radio  problems  offered  from  the  floor;  and  Jim  Chapman, 
WTAM,  emcees    a  discussion  on  "building  program  audiences  with  his  panel  con- 
sisting of  a  farm  "broadcaster,  an  extension  radio  editor,  a  woman  broad- 
caster, and  a  county  agent  "broadcaster.    Rounding  it  out,  Charlie  Carrol 
is  "booked"  to  outline  the  public  relations  manTs  point  of  view  on  building 
farm  and  home  program  audiences. 

In  Sunday's  television  conference,  Mai  Hansen  and  a  consumer 
education  specialist  will  discuss  practical  television  for  farmers  and  con- 
sumers; Dick  Cech's  report  will  bring  us  up  to  date  on  what's  being  done 
on  the  agricultural  television  research  project  at  Ames;  and  Maynard  Speece, 
of  this  office,  will  be  on  hand  to  report  and  show  some  programs  for  ana- 
lysis by  the  group.    Larry  Sarbaugh,  Ohio  State,  has  charge  of  program 
analysis. 

TV  Research 

George  Axinn,  Delaware  Extension  Editor,  came  through  with  the 
first  question  in  reply  to  our  little  note  on  TV  research  in  the  February 
22  RFD  Letter.    He  wants  to  know  the  best  time  of  day  and  day  of  week  for 
farm  TV  shows. 

Seems  to  be  a  case  of  where  George  probably  has  as  much  of  a  re- 
search answer  as  anyone  else  right  now  in  view  of  his  own  research  survey 
on  TV  viewing  completed  a  little  over  a  year  ago.    Also  understand  that 
he's  about  ready  to  start  on  another  one.    However,  until  we  get  the  an- 
swer from  him  or  the  Iowa  State  TV  project,  we  can  only  guess  whether  the 
apparent  concensus  is  right.    That  is  ...  Class  A  time  in  the  evenings 
would  yield  the  best  audiences  but  in  most  cases  is  not  available  for  farm 
shows.    Next  best  ...  probably  Sunday  afternoon.    Weekday  noon  hour  shows 
are  next  on  the  list,.   Saturday  noons  are  felt  to  be  slightly  superior  to 
other  noon  hours  for  weekly  shows.    Major  networks,  of  course,  are  start- 
ing to  explore  early  morning  TV  and  it  may  very  well  be  that,  Just  as 
early  morning  radio,  it  will  prove  popular. 

Bear  in  mind,  however. . .the  research  to  prove  or  disprove  the 
concensus  is  still  in  progress. 

Plentiful  Foods  for  April 

Department  specialists  say  that  eggs,  oranges,  and  processed 
orange  and  grapefruit  products  should  be  among  the  top  values  for  consumers' 
dollars  in  April.    Other  products  on  the  "more  for  your  money"  list  are  do- 
mestic dates,  dried  prunes,  pecans,  almonds,  cottage  cheese,  nonfat  dry 
milk,  broilers,  fryers,  frozen  fish,  lard,  peanut  butter,  vegetable  short- 
ening, and  salad  oil. 
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What's  Wanted  in  Grain  Research 

Major  conclusion  from  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Research  and 
Marketing  Grain  Advisory  Committee  was  "research  to  "boost  production" 
should  get  top  priority  in  grain  work.    Committee  members  were  particu- 
larly concerned  about;  (1)  research  on  race  15B  of  wheat  stem  rust,  smut, 
mosaic,  greenbugs,  and  other  diseases  and  insects;  (2)  determination  of 
the  resistance  of  the  25,000  varieties  of  small  grain  in  the  World  Collec- 
tion to  various  diseases  and  insects,  lodging,  drought  and  high  tempera- 
tures, and  inheritance  of  resistance;  (3)  weed  control;  (h)  new  testing 
facilities  for  small  grains  for  the  North  Central  Soates;  (5)  the  corn 
earworm;  (6)  development  of  high-yielding  corn  hybrids  having  high  food 
and  feeding  value,  and  application  of  male  sterility  to  eliminate  the  need 
for  de-tasseling;  (7)  expansion  of  work  to  develop  new  grain  sorghums, 
including  hybridization;  (8)  insecticide  residues;  (9)  mineral  deficien- 
cies in  soils;  and  (10)  supplemental  grain  feed  levels  for  range  livestock. 

For  RFDfs  interested  in  direct  contacts  on  that  Committee,  which 
advises  USM  on  grain  research,  we  list  its  members,    Robert  B.  Taylor, 
grain  producer  from  Adams,  Oregon,  chairman;  Herbert  W.  Clutter,  Holcomb, 
Kans.;  Henry  L.  Cox,  Corn  Products  Refining  Co.,  Argo,  111.;  Gordon  Day, 
Onida,  S,  Dak.;  Lewis  G,  Graeves,  the  Charles  Schneider  Baking  Co., 
Washington,  D.  C;  M»  D.  Guild,  Indiana  Grain  Cooperative,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.;  Erwin  R.  Jessen,  Uhlmann  Grain  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Don  A.  Stevens, 
General  Mills,  Inc.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  John  B.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio;  Roy  F. .  Hendricks on,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  C.  Edgar  Leaf  dale, 
Mesa,  Arizona. 

Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  from  Washington.    On  March  29  Arnold 
Ebert,  Oregon  Extension  Radio  Specialist,  and  guests  tell  the  story  of 
Oregon's  program  for  rural  development  from  KGW  in  Portland,    Guests:  F. 
L.  Ballard,  Oregon  Extension  Director;  L.  E.  Francis;  two  farmers;  and 
two  homemakers.    April  5  broadcast  features  full  report  by  Jerry  Seaman 
and  Everett  Mitchell  on  trip  through  11  countries  of  Central  and  South 
America. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .originates  Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EST.    "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Bob  Crom.    March  29  fea- 
tures "Farming  For  Good  Nutrition"  with  Bob  Crom  interviewing  Dr.  Hazel 
Stiebeling,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics.  April 
5  features  progress  report  on  farm  planting  intentions  and  production 
goals  with  PMA  Administrator  Gus  F.  Geissler* 

Liberty  Network. .. "Your  Country  Visitor". . .originates  12:15  to 
12:30  p.m.  EST.    Monday  through  Friday  with  Lee  Hannify  from  Washington. 

CBS  Farm  News ...  originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  P«m.  EST. 
News  and  features  with  Claude  Mahoney. 

CBS  Morning  News. . .CBS-TV  Network. .. originates  10:00  to  10:30 
a.m.  EST.  from  New  York  and  Washington.     "Food  News  of  the  Week"  from 
USDA  with  Maynard  Speece  and  Corinne  Murphy  every  Friday. 
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NARFD  Meeting  Set  for  June  16  and  17 

As  many  of  you  know,  after  getting  your  current  issue  of  "CHATS, " 
the  annual  summer  meeting  of  NARFD  has  "been  set  for  June  16  and  17,  That!s 
the  Monday  and  Tuesday  immediately  preceding  the  ^-H  Club  Camp  here  in 
Washington  opening  on  Wednesday,  June  18, 

Phil  Alampi,  meeting  Chairman,  has  asked  us  to  handle  hotel  re- 
servations. Here's  recommended  procedure  for  assuring  yourself  of  having 
a  place  to  sleep.    Send  your  letter  of  reservation  to: 

Mi",  Seoorn  Fullilove,  Reservations  Mgr. 
Raleigh  Hotel 

12th  and  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  N.W. 
Washington  k,,  D,  C. 

Here's  what*s  available  (with  hath):    double  room  with  double 
"bed,  nine  to  fifteen  dollars;  double  room  with  single  "beds,  ten  to  fifteen 
dollars;  extra  roll -a -way  "bed  in  any  double  room,  four  dollars;  single  room, 
six  to  ten  dollars;  two  single  rooms  sharing  one  hath,  five  dollars  per 
room. 

Would  suggest  prompt  action  on  a  letter  to  Mr.  Fullilove,    If  you 
want  to  team  up  with  a  fellow  RFD,  please  say  so,    But  he  sure  to  tell  h3m 
you  are  a  farm  broadcaster* 

Among  Ourselves 

Don  Davis,  formerly  WHAS,  writes  that  he's  taken  a  job  as  Super- 
visor of  Publicity  for  the  Indiana  State  Fair. 

Jerry  Seaman  reports  from  Guatemala:    He  and  Everett  Mitchell 
are  having  a  good  trip. 

A  recent  issue  of  Radio  and  Television  Daily  informs  us  of  Roy 
Battles'  (WLW)  re-election  as  secretary -treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Natural  Re- 
sources Commission.    From  the  same  source  we  understand  Frank  Atwood's, 
WTIC,  "Farmers'  Digest"  has  developed  such  a  large  urban  audience  that 
station  officials  are  expanding  the  show  and  changing  the  name  to  "The 
Frank  Atwood  Program." 

March  17  issue  of  Broadcasting  carries  a  story  (p.  73)  on  Chris 
Mack,  WHAX,  and  his  fellow  staff  members  who  took  part  in  "Operation  Snow- 
bound" during  the  recent  emergency  caused  by  an  old  fashioned  South  Dakota 
blizzard. 

Speaking  of  magazine  articles,  Bob  Miller,  WRFD,  star^rtTan 
article  on  his  station  in  the  March  issue  of  the  Ohio  Farm>«feau ..IJ^ws . 


Sincerely, 

ENCLOSURES:  , 
Planning  Production  in  1952 
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